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3 Fehruary 1953

Mr, Raymond P, Whearty
Chairman, Interdepartmentel Committee on Internsl Seeurity
2107 Department of Justice

Subleet: Re Nationel Imtelligence Sstimate on Certein
Soviet Capabilities

Dear Mr. Whearty: R

In response to your letter of 21 Jemyery (ICIS-F25/122),
I am proposing to the Imtelligence Advisory Committee the
initiagtion of a2 National Intelligence Estimate on the limes
you request., This will require en initial appraisal of the
technological possibilities, followed by a study of Soviet
agout capebilities for introduction of wespon components,
together with an appraisel of Soviet capabilities for agsenbly
and dotonation of weapoms once intreduced,

Every effort will be made to produce this estimate by
15 March, if this meets with yowr reguirement. In any event,
matters of scope and deadlines will be up for discussion when
the IAC ageneies sve asked to consider this problem, I have
agked our Offioe of Hational EZstimmtes to notify you of this
meoting so that you can be represented.

I ghould like to esll your attemtlon to the connection
between this propessl and the HSC 140 project for a new
summery evalustion of the net capability of the USSR to
injure the continental United States, The Edwards Subcom-
mittee, on which ICIS and this sgeney will both be vep-
rogented, vill also need this estimate for its work, and I
urge that you use the CIA representative on this commitiee
a8 2 direct channel for diseussion of the progress end oD
of this estimste, With particular refurence to your request
that the estimete cover the degree of threat from clendestine
attack in relation to military sttack, I doubt whether this
guestion could be satisfactorily enswered without s hetter
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ploture then the intelligence community now has of the pos-
gibtle effectivences of Soviet military atisck, This polmt
w111 be developed during the work of the Sdwerds Suhoommittee
and T sugpest that you postpone considerstion of it until

the subsommlttes's work is well advanced,

I have noted the resomsendation on page 10 of the lpealal
Committes veport, to which you call my sttention in your
closding peragraph, ¥We sre refeyying this matter to the Inbter-
dopartuentsl Telorities Committee which is charged with setting
intelllpence priorities.

Sinoerely yours,

P
IPFPFES Be BECIGR
Tepuby Direstor/Intellisence
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